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STATEMENT OF DENMARK 

1. The Danish Delegation agrees that the situation in international trade wi.th 

poultry gives reason for concern. During a number of years Danish exports have 

suffered from the price depressing effects of increased protectionism and export • 

subsidization which is the more serious to Denmark since about four fifths of. 

Danish production is exported. 

The following comments contain information on Danish production and trade in 

poultry. 

2. Danish exports have been constantly falling since 1964 - except for a minor . 

increase in 1967 exports in that year being, however, 14 per cent below the 1964 

level - as shown in the following table giving total exports of slaughtered poultry 

as well as the distribution among the main markets. 

('000 tons) 

Danish exports to 

United Kingdom 

EEC 

Austria 

Switzerland 

Greece 

Canary Islands 

Japan 

Total Danish 
exports 

1964 

8,615 

29,110 

1,512 

5,525 

683 

439 

55,440 

1965 

12,404 

14,105 

3,439 

6,813 

1,930 

. 743 

50,206 

1966 

7,837 

10,792 

4,580 

5,321 

2,432 

2,000. 

790 

43,681 

1967 

10,402 

5,276 

5,637 

5,412 

3,163 

2,602 

2,698 

47,856 

The table shows that Danish exports have suffered very serious losses on the 

European Economic Community market and has not fully been able to replace the lost 

ground by sales to other markets. The total exports diminished from 1964 to 1967 

by 14 per cent in quantity and by 28 per cent by value. In the same period EEC 

exports increased by 57 per cent. 
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3. Due to the importance of exports for the Danish poultry industry total 

production fell from 1964- to 1967 in the same proportion as exports. In the 

same period production in the United States and in the European Economic 

Community expanded each by more than a fourth. In the case of United States 

exports account for one and a half per cent of total production. 

U* In 1962 the Danish Government introduced a home market scheme for poultry. 

Until then prices on the Danish market had been determined by the prices which 

could be obtained by exports. It was felt unreasonable that prices to domestic 

consumers should continue to be determined by abnormal international market 

conditions. On the other hand the Danish Government did not wish to follow the 

example of countries assuring the producer price level irrespective of the rise 

of the production. The scheme which is still in force is therefore restricted 

to the quantities sold on the domestic market. The home market price now 

amounts to about 0.70 dollar/kg- in average for all poultry. This price which 

takes into account i.a. the domestic feed grain prices is ensured by means of a 

•levy on domestic sales of poultry, the proceeds of which are distributed to all 

producers in proportion to their deliveries. In 1967 domestic wholesale prices 

ranged from 38.8 to 46 .& eents-per pound for deep-frozen chickens delivered to 

chain stores. .«Producer prices throughout 1967 varied between 22.1 and 24..1 cents 

per pound or 50 cents and 53.5 cents per kilo. 

5. The development of Danish exports in recent years to individual markets 

is shown in the table under point 2 : the following comments may be added : 

Austria 

In recent years Denmark has been able to secure a growing share of 

Austrian imports. This is mainly due to a constant and intensive publicity 

campaign carried througfiTby Danish exporters. • 
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Switzerland 

As a general trend Danish exports to Switzerland have been declining 

somewhat in recent years. The Danish share of the market fell from 

34 per cent in 1965 to 26 per cent in 1967. Also the sales of other Western 

European countries have been declining as have those of the United States. 

Although total Swiss imports are decreasing, Eastern countries especially 

Poland, Hungary and Yugoslavia have been able to increase their exports very 

considerably. In spite of competitive prices Eastern European poultry seems 

to offer importers a much bigger profit than imports from other sources. 

Jajgan 

Denmark has been able to create its own market in Japan for whole chickens, 

whereas - in accordance with traditional Japanese consumer habits - the 

United States exporters have concentrated on chicken parts at low prices with 

which Denmark has not been able to compete - "whole legs" were thus sold in 

1967 from the United States at a price of 4-0-41 cents per pound c.i.f., 

whereas the Danish price was 47.5-49.9 cents. Fryers and grillers were 

offered from Denmark at 26-27 cents per pound and 29 cents per pound 

respectively, from EEC at 28-29 cents per pound and from Bulgaria, Rumania and 

China at 23-27 cents per pound. 

Middle East Markets 

Danish exports have increased considerably at prices generally above 

those of most other exporting countries. The competition especially from 

Eastern countries is increasingly felt. 


